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Peter Houses

Owner: Leo Bernstein

Date of Erection: Built zbout 1795

Architect: Unknown
Builder: Robert Peter

Original Use: Consisted of row of five wnits for each of his filve sons.

Present Use: Apartments

Present Condition: Three of the five units were destroyed by fire. The

two remaining have been stuccoed. Both exteriors and interiors are
materially altered.

Number of Stories: Three and a half with ftwo-storied ell which may have

been originally detatched.

Additicnal Notes: Builder, Robert Peter was an original proprietor of

the Federel City. Representative of the Glasgow firm of John Glassford
and Canpany, he prospered in business and acquired considerable property
in Georgetown and vicinity. In 1795 he gave his eldest son, Thomas, the
house at 2618 X Street at the time of his marriage to Martha Parke Custis,
granddaughter of Mrs. Martha Washington. The Washingbons gften vigited
with the Peters. On August 5, 1799, his last night in the city, he stayed
in this houge,

The fwo nouses were acguired by Anthony Merry, iirst British
minister to live in Washington from 1803 to 1806. His successor, David
Erskine, followed the Merrys as occupant until 1809, TFor a short while

later it was occupied by the Russian Minister.
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This property constitutes an historic site of considerable k{fk ‘H

importance in the early annals of social and diplomatic history. Its
close assoclation with Genersl Washington, moreover confers distinction

as & visible link with cur national and c¢ity growth.
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